APHA Genomics Forum
Tuesday, April 15, 2008
3:00 EDT/ 2:00 CDT/ 1:00 MDT/ 12:00 PDT

Minutes
Present on call: 

Nelson Atehortua, Texas A&M University

Sylvia Au, Hawaii Department of Health

Yvonne Bombard, University of Toronto

Amelia Chappelle, Genetic Alliance

William Ebomoyi, Chicago State University

Bonnie Epstein, Quest Diagnostics

Carol Fletcher, Ann Arbor VA

Alejandra Gepp, National Council of la Raza

Aaron Goldenberg, Case Western Reserve University 

Jean Grassman, Brooklyn College

Ella Greene-Moton, University of Michigan, Center for Public Health and Community Genomics

Amalia Issa, University of Houston

Liz Levy, CDC, National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities
Marlene Linders, Philders Group International

Ilana Mittman, DHMH Office of  Minority Health and Health Disparities

Alexandria Myer, Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services

Melanie Myers, University of Cincinnati

James O’Leary, Genetic Alliance

Harvey Murff, Vanderbilt University

Erin Payne, University of Michigan School of Public Health

Robin Pierce, University of British Columbia

Jody Platt, University of Michigan, Life Sciences & Society Program
Sharon Pritchett, PinnacleCare

Carla Renfrow, NeoGenomics Laboratories

Stewart Smith, Chicago Southeast Diabetes Community Action Coalition

Eduardo Velasko, Morgan State University
Lindsey West, Oakwood Healthcare System

Lauren Williams, CDC, National Office of Public Health Genomics

Need help with the following names

Last name of someone named Joanna from Healthy Skepticism (Seattle)

Full name for someone from GW School of Public Health (is this Khaled Bouri?)

Full name for female genetic counselor from Hawaii Department of Health (Is this Kirsty McWalter)

Full name for female from University of Chicago (is this Alice Furumoto-Dawson?)


Introductions / Overview of the Genomics Forum 

A round of introductions took place. Please let us know if there are corrections to your name or affiliation.  
Jody welcomed the new Forum members and gave a brief overview of the forum. She explained that the Forum is new and was officially approved shortly before last year’s APHA meeting. We will have a few scientific sessions at this year’s meeting. More information on that will be shared during the Program Committee update. While we don’t’ have an official vision statement yet, we wanted to create a community for people who are interested in Genomics and Public Health and how it’s changing over time for people who are curious about this intersection as well as for people who have devoted their careers to this topic. We hope to build bridges both within and out of APHA. While a one hour quarterly call is certainly not enough for ideal collaboration, we are looking into opportunities for further collaboration beyond these calls. Jody encouraged everyone to explore the website and to use the listserv as a way to announce events or to find people interested in a specific item. The member directory on the website can be used to search members with an overlap in interest areas.

Committee Updates
· Policy Committee

· Special Projects Committee

· Membership / Communications Committee is charged with recruiting new members to the Forum, communications both within and outside of the Forum, and publicizing Forum activities and events.
Liz Levy, chair of the Membership / Communications Committee,  provided a brief update on the composition of the Genomics Forum membership. The Forum currently has 267 members, half of whom are APHA members. These APHA members represent 24 Sections and SPIGs. Collectively, the Forum has members in 36 states and 9 countries.
Liz then gave an update on the activities of the Membership / Communications Committee. They are developing a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document on a wide range of topics that will serve as a helpful tool for Forum members and potential new members. If anyone has suggestions for questions to include, please email them to Liz at ejk9@cdc.gov. The Committee also made postcards that were distributed at a CDC Genomics conference in January in order to recruit new members and publicize the call for abstracts. Future activities for this committee include the development of an e-newsletter to be distributed to the Forum listserv with committee updates, current Forum activities, job announcements, etc. This fall, the committee will publicizing the Forum’s events (including the Business Meeting and scientific sessions) at this year’s APHA meeting in San Diego. 

If you are interested in joining the Membership / Communications Committee (or other committees), you can do so by going to www.genomicsforum.org and clicking on the “Join a Committee” link.

· Program Committee
The program committee is responsible for development of the Forum’s scientific and poster sessions at the APHA meeting. This year will be the first in which the Genomics Forum has sessions. Nelson Atehortua, chair of the Program Committee, gave an update on all the work the Program Committee has done recently in response to the call for abstracts. We received 52 abstracts. While we were initially allotted two oral sessions and one poster session, we now have five oral sessions and one poster session. Nelson said that selection was tough due to the high quality of abstracts received. He gave special recognition to the 15 individuals who reviewed the abstracts as well as to his committee co-chair, Dean Hosgood, and Forum President, Jody Platt.
The committee selected 35 abstracts total (25 oral + 10 posters). The oral sessions are 90 minutes each and will consist of five presentations that are 12 minutes and a 30 minute Q&A discussion. The poster session will have 10 posters and will last one hour. The sessions will generally cover the following topics: Health Disparities, Education, Research, Ethics, and Community Experiences. The deadline to submit the final program is April 21, after which individuals who submitted abstracts will be notified by APHA.

Closing

Jody closed by saying that the Forum is an experiment both for APHA and ourselves. 

She is always open to suggestions. The lengthy introductions that took place at the beginning of the call are very representative of the group as a whole. Forum members can be involved as much or as little as they like. 
Action Items:

· asdfdas
