APHA Genomics Forum
Tuesday, April 15, 2008
3:00 EDT/ 2:00 CDT/ 1:00 MDT/ 12:00 PDT

Minutes
Present on call: 

Nelson Atehortua, Texas A&M University

Sylvia Au, Hawaii Department of Health

Yvonne Bombard, University of Toronto

Amelia Chappelle, Genetic Alliance

William Ebomoyi, Chicago State University

Bonnie Epstein, Quest Diagnostics

Alejandra Gepp, National Council of la Raza

Aaron Goldenberg, Case Western Reserve University 

Jean Grassman, Brooklyn College

Amalia Issa, University of Houston

Liz Levy, CDC, National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities
Marlene Linders, Philders Group International

Alexandria Myer, Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services

Melanie Myers, University of Cincinnati

James O’Leary, Genetic Alliance

Harvey Murff, Vanderbilt University

Erin Payne, University of Michigan School of Public Health

Jody Platt, University of Michigan, Life Sciences & Society Program
Sharon Pritchett, PinnacleCare

Carla Renfrow, NeoGenomics Laboratories

Stewart Smith, Chicago Southeast Diabetes Community Action Coalition

Eduardo Velasko, Morgan State University
Lindsey West, Oakwood Healthcare System



Introductions and overview 

A quick round of introductions took place.  Please let us know if there are corrections to your name or affiliation.  
This is the last call prior to the business meeting at the APHA Annual Meeting in November.
Organizational Planning

· Update
The leadership group has met on three productive conference calls and has wrapped things up. The draft goals for the Forum are currently circulating. Jody will circulate the draft goals again with the comments that have been received prior to the business meeting. The draft organizational chart is being tested with the member survey to see if the structure will work for APHA members and non-members, alike. It will be important for the organizational chart to reflect a structure that will reach out to others and increase membership for the organization.
· Survey Results

Jody sent out the preliminary member survey results (n=37) prior to the call. More than 60% of the respondents are interested in being involved in the special projects/action groups for topics such as disparities, ELSI, education, etc.
There was concern about the low response rate to the member survey. There are approximately 200 members of the Genomics Forum and as of October 16, only 42 had responded to the survey. Discussion ensued on how there may have been confusion because two surveys have been disseminated recently. James O’Leary expressed concern about the small number of people who indicated interest in the membership and communications committees. He suggested leaving the survey open until the business meeting and combining the two committees if the number of interested people remains low. Forum members who have not yet responded to the member survey were encouraged to do so.
· Next Steps

The Intersectional Council (ISC) will meet on October 17 to decide on our application to become a Forum. Jody will keep us posted.
Genomics Competencies Update (from James O’Leary)
Andy Faucett, from CDC and Emory, will present the CDC Genomic Competencies for the Public Health Workforce at the Business Meeting. We will allot approximately 15 minutes for his talk and then allow time for questions.  We will send out links to both the CDC and NCHPEG competencies before the business meeting. James also reminded everyone that Muin Khoury from CDC’s National Office of Public Health Genomics (NOPHG) will be speaking at the President’s Plenary Session.
In addition, Jody is trying to set up a meeting Scott Bowen, deputy director of NOPHG, prior to the business meeting.

Thanks to Genetic Alliance and Kate Reed from NCHPEG, we have collected a list of training tools and resources. James requested that everyone send him electronic versions of training tools/resources with a brief description of the tool/resource. His email address is joleary@geneticalliance.org
James is also compiling a list of proposed activities that could eventually be worked on by multiple workgroups within the Forum. These include conducting landscape and gap analyses, developing a strategic plan for educating the workforce (with appropriate partners), and creating a short course for a future APHA meeting. Jody said that this seems like lots of work but very worthwhile and thanked James and the others who are working on it.

APHA Annual Meeting
· Publicity

Jody distributed a draft flyer to the listserv that will be used to publicize the Forum’s 
upcoming events (Business Meeting on 11/5 and Networking Breakfast on 11/6) at the 
APHA Annual Meeting.  Liz Levy suggested that we add Andy Faucett to the flyer in 
order to draw people to the Business Meeting. Jody will edit the flyer and will send out a 
final version so we can forward it to our colleagues, networks, state affiliates, etc. She 
will also make hard copies for booths, bulletin boards, scientific sessions, etc. James 
suggested that when we send it to our networks, we should specify that people don’t 
need to be an APHA member in order to attend our events. EmyLou will find out an 
appropriate number of copies that we will need. In addition, Jody will post a list of 
genomics and public health-related scientific sessions to the website.
Business meeting
· One-page organizational bios


The one-page organizational bios will be available at the Business Meeting in some 
format, maybe for people to take with them, depending on the number of bios and 
copying costs. Jody has not received very many and will send out more “last call” via 
email.

· Draft Agenda


The meeting is from 6:30 to 8:30 pm on Monday, November 5, 2007 in Room 154B of 
the Convention Center. EmyLou suggested leaving the majority of the meeting time for 
Andy Faucett’s presentation and for the various workgroups to meet. James suggested 
having the Genomics Competencies before the groups and committees split up in case 
people have to leave early. 

· Welcome and Intros (15 min)

· Background: Who we are and how we got here (15 min)

· Final vote on goals and structure (15 min)

· Andy Faucett-Genomics Competencies (45 min)

· Split into groups and committees (30 min)


EmyLou also asked whether non-APHA members will get a vote at the meeting.
Action Items:

· James O’Leary will send out information to the Genomics Competencies workgroup for feedback.
· Jody will send out a reminder for people to respond to the member survey.
· Jody will send out an updated flyer to publicize the Business Meeting and Networking Breakfast.
· Everyone should forward the flyers on to their colleagues and networks by email or print.
· The goals will be sent out for another around of comments early next week.

· Send your one-page summary to Jody (jeplatt@umich.edu).
· The executive board will type up the agenda for the business meeting.
