Genomics Forum of APHA

General Membership Call

December 11, 2008
3:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. (Eastern)

Minutes

Present on call:

Aaron Goldenberg, Case Western Reserve University Department of Bioethics
Alyssa Cooney, University of Michigan

Amalia Issa, University of Houston

Ashley Braun, University of Michigan, Life Sciences and Society Program

Carol Stone, Connecticut Department of Public Health

Catherine Riley, University of Washington

Claudia Mikail
Courtney Coleman, Emory University

Dean Hosgood, NIH, NCI

Diane Gross, March of Dimes

Erin Payne, University of Michigan, Life Sciences and Society Program

Gia Mudd, University of Kentucky

Heather Honoré, Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center
Heather Orom, University of Buffalo
James O’Leary, Genetic Alliance

Joana Ramos, Cancer Resources and Advocacy

Jody Platt, University of Michigan, Life Sciences and Society Program

Liz Levy, CDC/CCHP/NCBDDD
Michael Dalmat, CDC/NOPHG
Natasha Bonhomme, Genetic Alliance

Sharon Vas, Oklahoma State Department of Health

Sim Wimbush and Tiphané Turpin, Genetic Alliance

Steve Modell, University of Michigan

* Please let us know if there are corrections to your name or affiliation.  ______________________________________________________________________

Introductions and Overview

· A quick round of introductions took place
· APHA Meeting Debrief

· Numbers

· 50 people were in attendance

· 5 sponsored sessions

· 30-40 people at each

· Co-sponsored many more sessions

· What people liked and didn’t like

· Leading edge issues covered in sessions

· Networking and collaboration
· Meet-and-greets to get to know people

· Good preparation
· Enthusiastic speakers

· Exposure for young researchers
· Suggestions for future:

· Integrate more with other sessions

· Become more involved with APHA as a whole

· Presentation

· Getting up-to-date information for the conferences especially in regards to genomics
· Greater exposure to sections

· Obtain a more central location if at all possible
New committee chairs/ co-chairs

· Program Committee:

· Chair: Dean Hosgood

· Co-chair: Kim Kaphingst

· Policy Committee

· Chair: Erin Payne

· Co-Chair: Carla Batton Renfrow

· Membership Committee

· Chair: Liz Levy

· Co-chair:

· Special Projects Committee:

· Chair: Aaron Goldenberg

· Co-chair:

· Working Group

· Chair: James O’Leary
What to expect in 2009

· Please remember, you do not need to be a member of APHA to be a part of the Genomics Forum! (
· Program Committee (Dean Hosgood)

· Call for Abstracts
· Open December 19- February 10
· APHA 2009: Philadelphia, PA November 7-11
· Topics are similar to last year
· To view topics please visit: http://apha.confex.com/apha/137am/genf.htm
· To Submit an Abstract visit: http://apha.confex.com/apha/137am/genf.htm
· Had a lot of interest last year for abstracts and we are hoping for a great turn out this year as well
· Looking for reviewers, if you are interested please contact Dean Hosgood (hosgoodd@mail.nih.gov)
· Looking to expand the forum by doing jointly organized sessions
· Example: maternal child health, environmental health, health informatics
· Aaron said the Ethics SPIG is very excited to collaborate with the Forum
· If you jointly organize then that does not count against the Forum’s allotment of sessions for the conference
· Increases the number of abstracts
· Deciding on invited speakers
· If you would like to help, please join the program committee
· A short list of potential speakers has been created, and will be sent to the membership for nominations
· Announced new co-chair
· Welcome Kim Kaphingst
· Policy Committee (Erin Payne)

· February: The Call for newly written policy is open
· Policy on Genomics and health disparities
· Sharing drafts with the general membership for comments
· This is new for the Forum this year!
· Membership/ Communications Committee (Liz Levy)

· Recruiting new members
· Working on greater publicity
· Especially for the conference in 2009
· Meeting times for this year have not been decided yet but will be posted to Genomicsforum.org when they have been decided.
· There will be one approximately every other month
· Redesigning the website to promote communication and networking among Forum members
· Special Projects Committee (Aaron Goldenberg)

· Re-launch in the future?
· 2 purposes of the Committee:
· Specific projects among members
· Creating groups around a similar interest 
· Improve networking to foster links among members and public
· Use of every other call?
· Whatever works for the committee to increase collaboration
· Try to utilize the phone or the websites functionality
· Please go to GenomicsForum.org to update your profile, there are new features to increase networking!

· Working group to generate new projects

· New year will start new project

· Will get people involved on a monthly basis

· Working Groups (James O'Leary)
· Introduction of topic based working groups
· Goal: Collaboration across the Forum membership to provide a  platform for people to discuss issues in Public Health and Genomics
· Topic ideas: Health disparities, media, newborn screening, gene environment interactions, Still accepting comments on the new administration (Obama), etc.
· More feedback on topics
· Start groups around the beginning of the new year
· Potential topics evaluated based on the following criteria:
· Interest to the Forum
· Interest to APHA
· Actionable projects
· Impact on public health
Action Items and Information for New Members

· Please contact Jody Platt (jeplatt@umich.edu) or James O’Leary (joleary@geneticalliance.org) to talk about the Forum or ask any questions you might have

· Beginning of January the rest of the committees will begin their meetings

· JOIN A COMMITTEE, OR 2!

