Genomics Forum of APHA

General Membership Call

September 16, 2009

4:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M. (Eastern)

Minutes

Present on call:

Valerie Alexander, University of Michigan Life Sciences and Society Program

Cecelia Bellcross, National Office of Public Health Genomics
Ashley Braun, University of Michigan Life Sciences and Society Program

Lynn Howard Ehrly, Organic Consumers Association

Nicole Exy, University of Michigan

Mildred Hunter, US Dept of Health and Human Services (Minority Health)

Penny Kyler, Health Resources & Services Administration Maternal and Child Health Bureau
Renee Ned, CDC National Office of Public Health Genomics
James O’Leary, Genetic Alliance
Tricia Page, Emory University

Jody Platt, University of Michigan Life Sciences and Society Program
Patricia Thompson-Reid, CDC
Tiphané Turpin, Genetic Alliance
* Please let us know if you are missing or if there are corrections to your name or affiliation 

(E-mail Ashley, Forum Secretary, at acbraun@umich.edu).

Annual Meeting (Program Committee):
· Expected Program: 

· Genomic Forum Session Break-down
· 1-2 informal networking meetings (similar to last year)

· 1 session with invited speakers on direct to consumer testing

· 1 session: DNA direct

· 1 session: Secretary Advisory Committee update

· 1 session: Public Health and Health Disparities from Toby Citrin
· Co-Sponsoring Sessions
· Business Meeting Program

· Sunday November 8th- 8:00am
· 1.5 hours

· Welcomes address (Dean)

· Leadership address (Jody and James)

· 30 minute update from all committees and working groups

· Round table discussions

· Closing presentation

Membership/Communications Committee

· NEW Blog (http://aphagenomicsforum.blogspot.com/) 
· Updating approximately once a week

· We want to increase these as time goes on
· One method to increase blog updating and traffic is through cross-posting and guest blogging- a great prospect- Contact Tiphané Turpin (tturpin@geneticalliance.org) to set this up!
· We will begin sending bi-weekly reminders to check out the new content posted on the Blog
· Conference

· Promotional cards for the Forum are available; please let us know if you would like to include them at your booth
· Currently reviewing folder for the Business meeting
· Live blogging throughout the meeting (using APHA tools to help)
· NEW Meeting time: 2nd Thursday every other month from 4:00-5:00pm (est)
· Next meeting is before the conference, Thursday, October 8th from 4:00-5:00pm (est)
Policy Committee

· Conference

· Review policy on Genomics Literacy

· In the future the Policy Committee is considering submitting a policy on Personalized Medicine

· Looking for people to help. Contact Erin Payne if you are interested (payneer@umich.edu)

Upcoming Elections

· Each committee will be looking for co-chairs, mostly done at meeting. 

· If you are interested contact the committee chairs, Jody, or James (joleary@geneticalliance.org).
· Call for nominations will be sent out first week of October
· The Forum is looking for new co-chair and Secretary

· Co-chair responsibilities:

· Support the Chair

· Help committees and working groups

· Establish structure for them to continue functioning without Chair/Co-chair being present on calls

· Participate in Steering Committee

· Bi-weekly meetings between chair and co-chair to keep open communication about current issues
· Support process approaching the Annual Meeting so the existing Chair can move into Past-Chair role so they don’t have to worry

· Secretary

· Steering Committee
· Schedule calls, send reminders

· Take Minutes
· Supportive role for Forum

· Member of Membership/Communications Committee
· Post to the Blog
