Genomics Forum of APHA

General Membership Call

June 17, 2009
4:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M. (Eastern)

Minutes

Present on call:

Valerie Alexander, University of Michigan Life Sciences and Society Program
Sylvia Au, Hawaii Department of Health

Ashley Braun, University of Michigan Life Sciences and Society Program
Andrea Cornell, Genetic Alliance
William Ebomoyi, Chicago State University

Alice Furumoto-Dawson, University of Chicago / IMB-CIHDR

Aaron Goldenberg, Case Western Reserve University

Dean Hosgood, National Cancer Institute

Mildred Hunter, US Dept of Health and Human Services (Minority Health)
Kim Kaphingst, National Human Genome Research Institute
Claudia Mikail, University of Southern California
Gia Mudd, University of Kentucky
James O’Leary, Genetic Alliance
Tricia Page, Emory University
Erin Payne, University of Michigan Life Sciences and Society Program
Jody Platt, University of Michigan Life Sciences and Society Program
Sara Sarasua, Clemson University 
Tiphané Turpin, Genetic Alliance
Kristi Zonno, Genetic Alliance
* Please let us know if you are missing or if there are corrections to your name or affiliation 
(E-mail Ashley, Forum Secretary at acbraun@umich.edu).
Updates since the last call to begin planning for the Business Meeting:

New people on call, part of APHA?: Yes

Active in APHA? Yes

** Desire to reach out to sections we have represented in scientific sessions

Program

· Dean Hosgood reviewed the Call for Abstracts and the acceptance:

· 1 poster

· 7 oral sessions

· 1 business meeting (Sunday morning 8-9:30)

· Over 50 abstracts submitted

· Dean also reviewed the invited session on DTC and noted it is being promoted by APHA (Twitter, FaceBook, In program)

· The next steps for the program committee include getting new members involved, recruiting people to help plan business meeting this year (last year template but looking to improve), and finding next years new leadership (new opportunities) as well as shape the call for abstracts (topics) and reach out/visibility of committee
· To join the committee please visit www.genomicsforum.org or e-mail Dean Hosgood (Chair) at hosgoodd@mail.nih.gov 
· The next call is Friday June 19th at 1p.m. (Eastern) 
Policy

· Policy submission to APHA (Genetic Health Literacy) was returned and had a lot of comments/feedback. Unfortunately it is currently not accepted because the topic was too broad. Next steps include incorporating all information from suggestions to resubmit the policy in the next cycle (February) as well as develop a new one (probably around personalized medicine). These new drafts will be completed and ready for review at the Business Meeting in November

· To join the committee please visit www.genomicsforum.org or e-mail Erin Payne (Chair) at payneer@umich.edu.

· The next call is Wednesday, July 8th at 3:00 p.m. (Eastern) 
Membership/Communications

· The membership/ communications committee is currently looking through the new website to make final updates before it is launched (end of June). The committee is also working on publicity around the new site through e-mails and social media to encourage people to join. There will also be a promotional postcard to be sent out electronically and handed out at conferences to increase awareness. Additionally, there will be a blog on the new site and the committee is currently reviewing content and looking for guest bloggers. Surveys are also being created and are content based. Finally, a stakeholder list is being created to better interact with people in the genetics/genomics community.
· To join the committee please visit www.genomicsforum.org or e-mail Ashley Braun (Co-Chair) at acbraun@umich.edu.

· The next call is Tuesday, July 14th at 10 a.m. (Eastern)
Special Projects/Working Groups

· This committee is working on connections to network between working groups. Specifically they aim to create a system by which the working groups can work with the special projects committee chair/co-chair to create synergy between them and create a voice to reach the steering committee. The goal is to connect working groups to other committees for help with projects; for example: Healthcare work group looking at issues in the Genomics and Personalized medicine Act such as biobanks and workforce development.
· Updates per each working group:

· Gene Environment

· Annotated bibliography to examine frameworks for studying gene environment interactions and write a paper in the future.
· Workforce

· Logic Model

· Healthcare Policy

· Guest speaker (re: Genomics and Personalized Medicine Act)
· Issues related to biobanks and privacy (for example)
· To join the committee please visit www.genomicsforum.org.

· The next call is being scheduled 
Healthcare reform and genetics (James O’Leary)

· Emergency meeting of Genetic Alliance held today (check genetic alliance blog/twitter) to come up with principles to cover certain issues of healthcare (reimbursement, drugs on and off label, coverage for genetic test, etc.)

· http://informhealthreform.blogspot.com/  
· Should the Genomics Forum get involved? Yes, see how it goes in the future?
· James will send out information from the Genetic Alliance meeting.
Announcements:

· Claudia Mikail: Los Angeles, Genetics Screening Panel (Persian Jewish Genetic Diseases) to determine what disorders are of high prevalence. New test done through saliva and are doing a community screening. Mobilize medical community to get involved in screening. HIBM is the primary disease looking for (1/16 carrier frequency).
Key Ideas:

· It is FREE to join the Genomics Forum and you don’t have to be a part of APHA

· Committees are meeting regularly and always welcome new members

· The next call is September 16, 2009 from 4:00 - 5:00 P.M. (EST): We will be previewing the Annual Business Meeting (held in November).
