Genomics Forum

General Membership Call

March 18, 2009

MINUTES

Present on call:


Kim Kaphingst, NHGRI

Ashley Braun, University of Michigan

Erin Payne, University of Michigan

Jody Platt, University of Michigan


Stephen Modell, University of Michigan

Renee Ned, NOPHG

James O’leary, Genetic Alliance

Cecelia Bellcross, NOPHG 

Aaron Goldenberg, Case Western Reserve University

Dean Hosgood, NCI

Tiphane Turpin, Genetic Alliance

Mary Riske, UND School of Medicine & Health Sciences

Claudia MiKail, University of Massachusetts


Alice Furumoto – Dawson, University of Chicago

Emily Galpern, Generations Ahead
Program Committee – Dean discussed the Committee’s activities from the last 4 months.
· Involved in organizing and facilitating the call for abstracts

· 50 submissions this year; 54 last year

· Blind abstract review is scheduled to finish this Friday

· There will be a mix of oral and poster sessions.  There is also the potential for an invited speaker.

Policy Committee – Erin

· The Committee has been working mainly on the development of the policy for submission to APHA which ended up dealing with genetics health literacy.  
· Awaiting comments and feedback from the JPC before starting the revision process.

· Planning to move forward on developing other policies that will be submitted during the policy submission process for next year.

Membership and Communications Committee – Tiphane

· New membership stats

· 384 total members

· 163 are APHA members

· 221 are either non-members or unknown

· 25 sections/SPIGS are represented with the Forum

· 37 states are represented by the membership 

· 8 countries are represented by the membership

· Next Committee call will be in May

· Dispersing the call for abstracts to affiliates went very well

· Interested in highlighting membership involvement and feedback

· New website development 

· Includes new design, layout, review, content, abilities to interact with members

· Committee wants to increase member count not only within the Forum as a whole, but also within the Committee itself

· Outreach ideas

· Conference promotion – email marketing, postcards

· Association newsletter

Special Projects

· Big project so far this year as been the development and launching of the new Working Groups

· Developing a new purpose for the Committee

· Should be an inviting space for member discussions

· Can facilitate projects that may lead to a new Working Group

· A place for smaller projects within the membership

· Resource center for those who need a place to start a project or who are looking for networking help on a given topic

· Scheduled meetings are every other month on the last Monday.  Next meeting in Monday March 30th.

· Working Groups:

· Health Policy

· Health Disparities

· Gene-Environment

· Workforce competencies

· Logic models

· Development

